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surprise, too, to find the movement being handled by elderly men
who have never taken part in politics. The reader will be pleasingly
astonished to find that all the wonderful work in Bardoli has been
done by unpaid volunteers. Bardoli happens to be a taluka in
which there are few paupers and most people have easy means of
livelihood. This manifestation of public life is all the more remark-
able on that account and is mainly if not entirely due to the utterly
selfless services of a band of able and enthusiastic workers who only
know to do or die. But in spite of all this great work I was reluc-
tantly obliged to give my verdict in which Maulana Azad Sobhani
fully concurred and which was accepted by the noble band of
workers, that Bardoli, before it challenged the might of a great
empire, must complete its swadeshi programme to the extent of
manufacturing sufficient hand-spun to clothe itself, must freely admit
untouchables into the national schools and must be so far non-
violent that solitary unarmed co-operators and English and other
officials might feel absolutely secure in their midst. And these
conditions, God willing, the good people of Bardoli have under-
taken to fulfil in a few months5 time. An elderly co-operator put
down six months at the outside. An enthusiastic young man who
knew what he was talking about put down the period at one
month. I close this happy recollection of our visit to Bardoli by
informing the reader, that several co-operators whom I met testi-
fied to the peaceful and zealous manner in which the volunteers
had worked in this taluka which, let us hope, will still have the
privilege, if necessary, of giving battle to the Government.
PRESIDENT ELECT
Lord Ronaldshay has addressed a homily to the President-
elect and warned him in effect that if he does not behave him-
self at Ahmedabad, His Excellency will teach him a lesson. I know
that it will not be the President's fault if he misses the lesson. He
has sacrificed his all for his country. He is taking up the high
office of President at the most critical period in the history of the
country. He is tirelessly infusing new life into Bengal. He is
preaching and practising the gospel of non-violence in season and
out of season. He will need all the loyal co-operation that we can
give him in his arduous task. It will be rendered light if all the
delegates come prepared with full and fixed determination to pro-
secute the struggle to a victorious end in the face of every danger*
DELEGATES
I am hoping that in every case delegates will have been elected
in ^ccorfonce witk th? gop&titution. The delegates should thus